
MINUTES

RILEY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

Monday, January 12, 2004 Courthouse Plaza East
7:30 p.m. Commission Meeting Room

Members Present: Jon Larson  - Chair
Buck Gehrt - Vice Chair
Lorn Clement 
Rebecca Mosier
Dr. Tom Taul

Staff Present: Monty Wedel - Planning Director; Bob Isaac - Planner; Keri Lane -
Clerical Assistant; Stan Morgan – County Counselor.

Others Present: George LeRoux; Skip & Suzie Pickering; Frank & Judith Sabatini; Roger 
Badeker; Andy Badeker; Eric Peck; Greg Wingfield; Sue Cohen; Kent & 
Rose Bacon; Michael Stubbs; Ann Feyerharm; Clarence Swallow; Dick & 
Martha Seaton; Virgil & Mary Jo Huseman; Christine Crenshaw; Ron 
Klataske; Kathy Hund; Joe Downey; Carol & Irwin Hoogheem; Jim Eisen; 
and Wayne Hoffman.

The minutes of the December 8, 2003 meeting were approved as presented.

The Report of Fees for the month of December 2003 was approved.  The fees collected in 
December totaled $840.00.

Discussion of draft amendment to Zoning Regulations regarding commercial and 
noncommercial wind energy conversion systems

Chairman Larson indicated that Lorn Clement had updated his Powerpoint presentation that he 
had reviewed with the Board at the last meeting and that he had requested time to present the 
updated version.  Chairman Larson asked if it would be acceptable to the Board to begin with 
Clement’s updated presentation.  The Board agreed provided the presentation was limited to a 
half hour since much of it had been seen by the Board at the previous meeting.

Clement stated that he had developed two Powerpoint presentations in response to Commissioner 
Bob Newsome’s request that more education be done on the subject of wind energy.  Clement 
presented his two Powerpoint presentations concerning the visual aspects of wind energy 
conversions systems.  The two presentations were entitled “Visual Aspects of WECS” and the 
“Visual Significance of Vertical Elements in the Manhattan and Riley County Environment”, 
respectively.  Clement answered questions following the presentations and indicated that he was
proceeding to further study the acoustic concerns with WECS.
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Chairman Larson opened the general discussion and asked Monty Wedel, Director, to lead the 
review of the latest draft of the proposed wind farm regulations.

Wedel projected the draft regulations on the large screen for the public and the Board to see.  
Changes were made live on screen whenever the Board reached consensus on a particular item.   
The Board began the work session where they left off at the last meeting which was the 
beginning of the Siting and Performance Guidelines section of the proposed regulations.

Following is a list of the major issues/concerns that were discussed and decided as the review 
proceeded:

• The preamble language to the Guidelines section was changed to reinforce the fact that 
the Guidelines are items that shall be considered in reviewing WECS proposals;

• The Noise Management guideline was deleted as it was decided that is was covered in the 
Standards section;

• The matter of whether or not to include the guideline regarding large intact areas of 
native vegetation and whether or not there is a difference in certain sites considering the 
degree of man-made development in the area;

• The effect of WECS on bird populations in the area;
• The visual effects of WECS on scenic byways, overlooks, etc.;
• The visual unity among clusters of turbines;
• The visual uniformity of turbines;
• What is adequate spacing between turbine towers?;
• The control of construction on steep or erodible slopes;
• The number of improved roads and construction staging areas;
• The grading width of roads and laybys;
• The number and size of staging areas and crane pads;
• The avoidance of known historical, cultural or archeological resources.

The Board decided to end discussion at the conclusion of the Guidelines Section and resume 
discussion beginning with the Standards Section at a special session on January 26, 2004, at 7:00
PM. in the Board of County Commissioners chambers. 

UPDATE - JOINT LAND USE STUDY (JLUS)

Monty Wedel gave the update on the Joint Land Use Study.  He mentioned that the policy 
committee is currently awaiting proposals from interested consulting firms.

UPDATE - RILEY COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Mr. Wedel gave an update on the Riley County Comprehensive Plan. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT
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Each member of the Planning Board received a copy of the Planning and Development Annual 
Report for 2003 for their review.

REVIEW RESOLUTIONS ON MINIMUM MAINTENANCE ROADS

The Planning Board reviewed the resolutions for minimum maintenance roads and unanimously 
recommended approval to the Riley County Board of Commissioners.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2004

Buck Gehrt nominated Jon Larson for the position of Chairman.  Lorn Clement seconded.  
Motion carried 4-0.

Rebecca Mosier nominated Buck Gehrt for the position of Vice-Chairman.  Tom Taul seconded.  
Motion carried 4-0.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 pm.


